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submit to any examination or test. If he is suspected of being
afflicted with any disease [which would render him a prohi-
bited immigrant], the officer may also require him to sub-
mit to a medical examination. Every such declaration will be
exempt from stamp duty. After such test, every person whom
the officer considers not to be a prohibited immigrant will be
free [to enter or remain,] but if any person fails to undergo
the test as above or, having given it fails to satisfy the officer
that he is not a prohibited immigrant, he will not be per-
mitted to land and will be informed in writing that he may,
if he chooses, appeal to an immigration board. If the person
is on board a ship, such notice [of appeal] will have to be
given immediately; otherwise, within three days of the receipt
of written intimation from the officer.

This is the meaning of Section 19 as we understand it, and
according to this interpretation we find nothing objectionable in
it. This Section can be used oppressively. But so can many other
sections. Under this Section, the Government can authorize an
officer to demand finger prints or other humiliating means of identi-
fication, but it has not done so. There are such sections even in
the old Act. If, when the regulations are framed, the Government
prescribes under this Section evidence which it would be a hard-
ship to produce, we must certainly protest. But this is a separate
question and does not arise from Section 19. We cannot object
to the Government being invested with such power under the law.
Laws cannot even be enforced unless the Government is armed with
such powers. What we must do is to protest every time against
their abuse. As we have said above, we see no provision in the
regulations framed under Section 19 which need cause alarm.
After we have read the regulations again, and made sure of their
correct interpretation, we shall be in a better position to advise
the community.
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